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human co-location, the world's population would be spread out evenly across the habitable parts of the globe.
Like the honey-pot pasture lands of arid rural regions, however, a tragedy plays out as people, firms and
governments cluster together and consume in the present, the scarce urban resources that it would be in all
their interest to conserve for later. In this talk, Professor Webster paradoxically identifies two types of tragedy
of the urban commons: over fragmentation of land and under-fragmentation. On the one hand, cities are
becoming too densely populated, reducing the quantity of private and public space per person. On the other
hand, the residual open spaces that fill the gaps between private spaces typically suffer the classical
over-consumption and degradation of the open commons. All the more so in the crowded and fiscally
challenged cities of the developing world. These issues are examined through the lens of property rights
theory and a counter-intuitive conclusion is drawn that parallels another familiar idea in narratives about rural
commons: enclosure. There are strong a priori reasons for believing that institutional enclosure of urban
public goods such as open spaces and other shared neighbourhoods facilities can reduce both types of
tragedy of the urban commons. Assigning clearer property rights over shared facilities through
contractualising their supply can make dense cities more sustainable. China, with its legacy of
micro-territorial governance may well be leading the way in this fundamental shift in way cities are organised.
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